
Del Norte Triplicate COMMUNITY

The great document debate: digital vs. paper
records
September 14, 2024

In today’s information age, the way we store and manage records is undergoing a significant shift, with
digital formats rapidly becoming the preferred method. But before you toss out your paper files, let’s explore
the pros and cons of both methods.

Digital records: convenience takes center stage

Digital records shine in terms of accessibility. With a few clicks, you can pull up or locate a specific
document. Additionally, digital files are easily duplicated and shared. Digital storage also eliminates the need
for bulky filing cabinets, freeing up space in your home or office.

Security is another advantage. Digital records can be password-protected and backed up in the cloud,
minimizing the risk of loss from physical disasters or misplaced documents.



However, digital records aren’t without drawbacks. They rely on technology, leaving them vulnerable to
hardware failures, software corruption, and cyberattacks. Long-term accessibility can also be a concern. File
formats can become obsolete, potentially making access to older documents difficult in the future.

Paper records: a familiar friend

Paper records are readily readable without needing any specific software or technology. Additionally, paper
documents are generally considered more stable over time. Centuries-old records are still accessible today.

Security is another consideration. Paper can’t be hacked, offering a layer of protection from cyber threats.

Despite these advantages, paper records have their limitations. They’re vulnerable to physical damage from
fire, water, or wear and tear. Searching for specific information can be a time-consuming process, requiring
manual browsing. Paper also takes up physical space, and misplaced documents can be difficult to recover.

The verdict: a strategic blend

There’s no single winner in the digital vs. paper record battle. The ideal approach often involves a strategic
blend of both formats. Here’s a guiding principle:

• For frequently accessed documents or those requiring easy search and retrieval, digital is a strong choice.

• For long-term archival purposes or highly sensitive documents, paper records might be a better option due
to their stability and reduced hacking risk.

Ultimately, the best approach is to develop a records management strategy that considers your specific needs
for accessibility, security, and long-term viability. Your strategy may involve scanning important paper
documents for digital access while also keeping the originals securely stored for posterity. 

Need help with financial goal setting and accountability? Learn more about our Inspired Wealth program
here: https://www.liveinspiredwealth.com/offer.

Julia Carlson is a registered representative with and securities and advisory services offered through LPL
Financial, a registered investment advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC.

Information in this material is for general information only and not intended as investment, tax, or legal
advice. Please consult the appropriate professionals for specific information regarding your individual
situation prior to making any financial decision.

https://triplicate.com/community/032c91a5-60e5-544f-a969-927b71e7512b Printed October 21, 2026 · © Del Norte Triplicate


