Del Norte Triplicate COMMUNITY

Guest Column: Eight steps for smart summer
travel

April 13, 2024

Summer’s warm embrace may seem like a distant reality, but it is just around the corner. For those planning a
summer vacation, a touch of strategic planning can help ensure your trip is truly memorable and not

financially stressful. Here are eight steps to help you navigate the planning process like an expert:

Explore Your Choices: Vacations offer endless possibilities, but not all have the same price tag. To ensure
your summer escape is both financially feasible and unforgettable, dive into research. This includes exploring
various destinations, activities, and accommodation options. This initial groundwork will not only help you

establish financial guidelines but also pave the way for an incredible summer adventure.

Estimate Your Expenses: Translate your itinerary into a financial plan and ensure it works for you. Factor in
transportation, accommodations, food, activities, souvenirs, and unexpected expenses. If you are traveling

abroad, remember to account for the exchange rate to ensure it reflects the local currency.



Consider Offseason: Shoulder seasons, also known as spring or fall, offer pleasant weather and potentially
significant savings on flights and accommodations. Be flexible with your travel dates and explore alternative
destinations that may offer better deals. Leverage online resources and travel apps to compare prices and find
hidden gems.

Think Beyond the Hotel: Explore alternative lodging options like vacation rentals, hostels, or homestays for
significant cost savings compared to traditional hotels. Consider staying outside city centers where

accommodation costs may be lower.

Take Public Transportation: Embrace the local experience and save money by using public transportation

like buses, trains, and subways.

Pack Light, Travel Free: Airlines often charge hefty fees for checked baggage. Pack light and utilize carry-
on luggage whenever possible. Research laundry facilities at your destination to minimize the amount of

clothing you need.

Free Fun Awaits: Explore free activities and events offered by your chosen destination. Many cities boast
free walking tours, museums with free admission days, and scenic parks to explore. Immerse yourself in the

local culture while saving money.

Become a Local Foodie: Skip high-priced restaurants and indulge in delectable street food, local markets,
and cafes. Not only can you save money, but you will also experience authentic cuisine and connect with the

local community.

A well-planned summer adventure can be an enriching and financially savvy experience, leaving you with

memories to cherish long after the tan fades.

Need help with financial goal setting and accountability? Learn more about our Inspired Wealth program

here: https://www.liveinspiredwealth.com/offer.

Julia Carlson is a registered representative with and securities and advisory services offered through LPL
Financial, a registered investment advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC.

Information in this material is for general information only and not intended as investment, tax, or legal
advice. Please consult the appropriate professionals for specific information regarding your individual

situation prior to making any financial decision.
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