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Dozens of Rallies on Gun-Violence Prevention
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June 8, 2022

More than 300 marches are set for this weekend, including dozens in California, all calling on Congress to
tighten gun laws in the wake of an onslaught of mass shootings.

Advocates are calling for a federal ban on assault weapons, a national gun and ammunition licensing system,
a law to raise the age to buy a gun from 18 to 21, and a national "red flag" law.

University of California Berkeley sophomore Shaadi Ahmadzadeh is helping organize the rally in front of the
Los Angeles City Hall. She said young people need to vote, but also speak out at every opportunity.

"Consistency with making your voice heard at every level of government is important," she said. "Reach out
to teachers, teachers' unions, principals, administrators, PTA moms, student council, because every little bit
of action, no matter how small or how large, is a lifesaver."

https://marchforourlives.com/march22/


Other gun-safety proposals include a national gun buy-back and disposal program and more investment in
suicide-prevention efforts.

Opponents of stricter gun laws have said they violate the rights of law-abiding gun owners and would do
little to stem the violence. Some have proposed to arm more teachers and post more police officers at
schools.

Ahmadzadeh pointed to the failures in Uvalde, Texas, that led law enforcement to stand outside the door of
an elementary school for more than an hour as 19 children and two teachers perished. She said it's better to
reach troubled kids before they turn to violence.

"Why arm teachers," she said, "when you can arm schools with psychologists? My high school had a part-
time psychologist for about 1,200 kids. She was only there Friday mornings. And that was one of the good
schools."

A list of events is online at MarchForOurLives.com.
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