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A bipartisan group of lawmakers introduced legislation recently that would provide $125 million in
emergency funds over five years to save the western population of monarch butterflies from extinction.

This monarch population is found primarily in Arizona, California, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Utah and
Washington, and overwinters on the coast of California. This past winter, only 1,914 monarchs were recorded
overwintering on the California coast — the lowest number ever recorded.

The Monarch Action, Recovery and Conservation of Habitat Act (MONARCH Act) was introduced by Sens.
Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.), Alex Padilla (D-Calif.), Ron Wyden (D-Ore.), Cory Booker (D-N.J.), Chris Van
Hollen (D-M.D.) and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.), and Reps. Jimmy Panetta (D-Calif.), Salud Carbajal (D-
Calif.), Rodney Davis (R-Illinois), Alcee Hastings (D-Florida), Nanette Barragán (D-Calif.) and Raúl
Grijalva (D-Ariz.).

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUUtxjuZa6rqVt-2F0-2BbXv5F6EBfeBMODmm-2BjnDr3AxYyXZ5lOAbEoW5n8NvygIWrc9fn1-2FJFoC3aZUOp9qsl7KrrpMINlz-2F607mmWCLEgheBW9Zpw0VmDNfvw9R-2FoJV-2FYsquECshzjWm9ytclwVIB2qzmLehegPQHacw6ZS-2FhIGukijzeF_I0fiknlMgtdYYkBSC-2BCDRBFZlPTf3zaaLhHyhFfAhuyKGgIsH5Hv6NXYmBZqG23hcO688E9JbtjJdxdumHn6y95H7GYLRHK7vxUr9S2PcRpUBZ-2FqLe-2B1N7St2iQozGZzO4dvEDSg0azwQIgDQGxZdYusxZNXTKw-2Bvvy2XYjCyaxoPhzMNiKvJlrlnB8bH427X5mAySaoD-2BYD7-2Fny66vsqRvdmHq-2BhfbpKQWWrCOdGTwnkGCltfGqTl2xovYd0wY5lVGB5aDJJH3QV22pMiJjlgkvXBk3DxZsi8qNOPMImOm58MyYc-2B6rugNt4yWjKybK54Yi-2FtArVBz3lHIz0TeN5-2Fo1v-2FlWFS7UcRaXSeb8O68-3D


The legislation would create the Western Monarch Butterfly Rescue Fund, which will provide $12.5 million
a year to support on-the-ground conservation projects to stabilize and save the western population of
monarch butterflies. The bill would provide an additional $12.5 million per year to implement the existing
Western Monarch Butterfly Conservation Plan.

“Monarch lovers were once able to see millions of butterflies in their overwintering habitat, but now
America’s most iconic pollinator is almost gone in the West,” said Stephanie Kurose, a senior policy
specialist at the Center for Biological Diversity. “The MONARCH Act gives these beautiful orange-and-
black butterflies a fighting chance at survival. We’re so grateful for the leadership of Sen. Merkley and Reps.
Panetta, Carbajal and Davis for recognizing the urgency of the situation.”

Overall, monarch populations in the United States have plummeted more than 80% in the past two decades.
Without emergency help, it’s almost certain that the western population of monarchs will disappear within 50
years. Indeed, their annual migration has already collapsed.

In February, a group of 57 lawmakers led by Sen. Merkley and Reps. Panetta and Carbajal sent a letter to the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service urging the agency to make substantial investments in monarch conservation
after its decision to forego listing the monarch under the Endangered Species Act.

“Western monarchs are running out of time and can no longer afford policy half measures,” said Kurose.
“Congress must immediately pass the MONARCH Act so that future generations can experience the magic
and grace of these remarkable butterflies.”
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