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Senators push to keep affordable housing
benefits in Build Back Better package

October 20, 2021

As Oregon, California, and many other states across the U.S. confront an unprecedented housing
affordability crisis, Oregon’s U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley and U.S. Senators Alex Padilla (D-CA) and Dianne
Feinstein (D-CA) are leading a major push to ensure that comprehensive housing investments stay in
President Biden’s Build Back Better plan.

The three senators were joined in their push by more than two dozen Senate colleagues.

“The Build Back Better plan is a rare opportunity to deliver critical investments that we have failed to make
for far too long,” the senators wrote in a letter to President Joe Biden, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, and
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer. “Housing challenges are different in every community, and we need
different tools to address the growing problems they face. But with comprehensive investments, we can
create, preserve, and improve millions of homes so that we bring down the cost of housing and improve its

condition. And an investment in safe, affordable housing is central to the success of proposed investments in



education, health, and our local economies. At the same time, investments in sustainable, energy-efficient
housing can lower families’ bills, make our homes and communities more resilient to climate-driven

disasters, and reduce our impact on the planet.”
—all while creating good paying jobs.”

The senators noted that housing is the most expensive item in most families’ budget, and that more than 10
million families spend more than half their income on housing each month. As the Build Back Better plan
moves through Congress in the coming weeks, this moment represents a unique opportunity to reverse these

trends and improve the day-to-day economic realities for millions of families across America.
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