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Spay, neuter clinic faces serious questions
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Allegations of invalid or no licensing and other questionable veterinary practices have been leveled against a
low-cost spay and a neuter provider in Del Norte County.

The Neuter Scooter, a mobile service operating under the website PUB VET, and its chief veterinarian  Dr.
Tess Peavy  has conducted a  low-cost dog and cat spay and neuter services for many years under the
umbrella of the Del Norte Humane Society.   

When contacted by The Triplicate, Dr. Peavy was leery of this Triplicate article and declined to comment on
the record.

Several Pub Vet clients have posted concerns on social media and a few have contacted The Triplicate to
investigate allegations of invalid or no licensure, improper surgical procedures requiring remedial
intervention by a licensed veterinarian and substantial and additional cost to the pet owner. Other pet owners
allege improper anesthetics and controlled substance use caused additional suffering to spayed/neutered
animals.

Humane Society President Danielle Larsen-Wheeler last month was awarded  a $385,200 California For All
Animals spay and neuter grant. The first of three installments of $128,000 was delivered to the Humane
Society January 9, according to HSDN grant writer Eileen Bennett. The Humane Society of Del Norte has
hosted spay and neuter clinics in December and January 6-7 with a Hoopa clinic scheduled for February 3-4.



The need for low-cost spay and neuter service in Del Norte and Curry counties is profound. According to
HSDN figures, for the years 2018-2022, almost 4,000 spay and neuter procedures were performed by area
vets over the four-year period. One of those providers, Dr. Peavy, is scheduled to perform as many as 331 cat
and 279 dog spay or neuter procedures in Del Norte and Curry counties.

The dilemma is Dr. Peavy has no license to practice veterinary medicine in both Oregon or California. Dr.
Peavy’s license expired in January of 2013 after the Oregon Vet Board decided the following:

* Charging for services not performed, failure to neuter a dog while charging the client,

* Poor sanity conditions, failure to perform  surgery using sterile equipment,

* Failure to perform all required elements of physical examination,

* Observed hair clippings during procedures,

* Failure to maintain proper individual records, failure to document all drugs used.

The Oregon Vet Board assessed a $5 000 fine and mandated Dr. Peavy take a 40-hour remedial course on
sanitary practices and proper maintaining of records.

Dr. Peavy failed to complete the coursework required within 60 days of issuance.

The State of California subsequently declined to renew Dr. Peavy’s license when it lapsed July 31, 2021.  

When Triplicate staff reported this information to HSDN President Larsen, she disputed its authenticity
claiming Dr. Peavy, who she has known for 21 years, was indeed licensed, albeit in Ohio and Indiana, and
deflected the lack of licensure in Oregon and California. Larsen stated all spaying and neutering were
conducted on Tribal lands sovereign territory.

When asked if Yurok, Elk Valley Rancheria and Tolowa Di Nee were aware the spay/neuter  procedures were
performed by invalid licensees, Larsen deflected and stated she was not aware  of Peavy’s deficiency.

The Yurok Tribe released the following statement: “Individuals and groups may rent our the Yurok Tribe’s
community room. The Humane Society rents the space for its Spay and Neuter clinic. The organization
(Humane Society) is responsible for all aspects of the Clinic.”

All the above have been brought to the attention of Sheriff Garrett Scott whose department assumed
responsibility of Animal Control on January 1. The sheriff stated he does not oversee Humane Society
operations or its decisions. Scott promised to fully investigate all current state law on vet licensing,
controlled substance use and transportation of animals for spay and neuter service, presently conducted in
Coos Bay.

Area vets contacted promised to look into the needed spay and neuter services desperately needed, especially
with the addition of the substantial grant award.

This is a continuing story with anticipated  following up.
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