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2021 U.S. Capitol Christmas tree selected

August 1, 2021

After a multi-month search covering hundreds of square acres and thousands of feet in elevation, the 2021

U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree from the Six Rivers National Forest has been selected — “Sugar Bear.”

Six candidate trees were identified and presented virtually to architect of the capitol staff, with each tree

receiving unique nicknames connected to the state animal of California, the bear.

Taking top honors, “Sugar Bear,” an 84-foot white fir located within the Mad River Ranger District, will

grace the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol this holiday season.

“Selecting a tree to adorn the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol comes with a unique set of challenges in any
given year, but especially with this being the second year the search and selection has been conducted
virtually,” said Jim Kaufmann, director of Capitol Grounds and Arboretum at the architect of the Capitol.
“Thanks to drone footage, comprehensive photos, compelling narration and detailed notes and
measurements, we were able to select a majestic white fir that very well represents the Six Rivers National

Forest and the great state of California.”



The People’s Tree will be harvested from the Mad River Ranger District, which was most recently impacted
by the largest recorded wildfire in California history — the 2020 August Complex Fire. Nearly 160,000 acres,
or a little over 50 percent of the total district, was destroyed and burned by fire associated with the August
Complex last year.

“Given the recent challenges and hardships our community faced in 2020, we are honored the People’s Tree
will be harvested from our district,” said Kristen Lark, district ranger for the Mad River Ranger District.
“This tree signifies the fortitude and resilience of this community and we are excited to share in the joy and

hope of this project as it makes its journey to Washington, D.C.”

The tree will be harvested in late October before making its journey throughout the state of California and

cross-country to Washington, D.C., arriving at the U.S. Capitol in late November.

The architect of the Capitol’s team will decorate the tree with thousands of handcrafted ornaments from the
people of California. The tree will be lit in early December 2021 by the Speaker of the U.S. House of

Representatives in as a time-honored tradition in its 51-year partnership with the U.S. Forest Service.

Nonprofit project partner Choose Outdoors and a host of partners, sponsors, and volunteers are contributing

funding and in-kind support of this project and its theme, “Six Rivers, Many Peoples, One Tree.”

“We could not be more grateful for our shared partnerships and engaged community partners and look
forward to representing them on a national stage with the representation of this beautiful, local white fir
tree,” said Ted O. McArthur, forest supervisor for the Six Rivers National Forest.
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