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Letter: We did it before, we can do it again

May 3, 2022

Suppose we had some extensive government programs to subsidize mortgages on modest homes. And free
college. And massive infrastructure construction programs creating good jobs. And health care. And 90

percent tax brackets to pay for them. And set a livable minimum wage.

Then millions of people could afford homes. Socialism? No, I am describing the U.S. of the fifties and

sixties.

These government programs were the G.I. Bill, Farmer’s Home Administration, Housing and Urban
Development, Interstate Highways, Civilian Conservation Corp, California colleges, and many others

available to large portions of the population.

These and other programs are how post-depression and World War II America created a widespread middle

class following these catastrophes.

Folks remembering this period of history generally are not aware that it was through these “socialistic”
efforts (the “wartime economy”) that the concentrated wealth of the ‘20s was redistributed to the “Greatest

Generation” and their “Boomer” children.

Sure, hard work was required, but these assured that the workers would get what they made, and could afford

“starter” homes.



So much of this got changed in the *80’s on the idea that letting the wealthy and corporations keep most of
the profit would benefit the workforce with more jobs. But that never happened, and it has come to this,

when even hard workers cannot afford what housing is available.

Of course it is much more complicated than this short letter can address, but it was such “socialism” that

made and maintained the middle class in those days of a Great America that many would like to Make Again.

I have not seen this pointed out in all of this newspaper’s coverage of this important topic.

Roger Niesen

Crescent City
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