
Del Norte Triplicate OPINION

Letter: Abuse of authority
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I have always been in favor of law enforcement, however this 4th of July I observed a complete abuse of
authority. Two deputies called to Pebble Beach let certain persons smoke marijuana then later vandalized a
families belongings by throwing the items into a fire, then rolled the logs on fire down to the water.

Afterwards the vandals were confronted without altercation by the family, however these vandals called and
used the sheriff’s office by making a false statement with pretty outlandish claims.

When the deputies arrived on scene they followed the family to their residence without any evidence
witnesses or proof just hearsay. Instead of asking about any incident the two deputies abused their authority
by staying at the residence and staring at the family for quite a long period of time.

I couldn’t believe what I was witnessing. Instead of going after the vandals the two deputies stood at the
front of the residence with the hands on their guns and kept trying to provoke the family that left the scene to
avoid conflict. One deputy asked if the family wanted to go to jail, then ordered them to stay at the residence
completely abusing their authority. Small children were present while these deputies made quite a scene.

The sheriff was appointed and not elected and is failing at his job. Do we want another San Francisco where
vandals get a free pass or should we re elect a sheriff that works for the businesses and respectable people
such as the family on the beach trying to celebrate the constitutional rights and Liberty, our 4th of July,



without subjecting small children to the stench of marijuana or intimidation by simply asking the smokers to
move on.

Teresa Ledbetter

Crescent City
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