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Colorado’s elections are a bipartisan success story, so when Major League baseball responded to Georgia’s
new voting restrictions by moving the All-Star Game to Denver, it couldn’t have made a better choice.

More than 76% of eligible Coloradoans voted in 2020 - second only to Minnesota in statewide turnout. Every
registered voter gets a mail-in ballot weeks ahead of election day, there are convenient and safe drop boxes,
and in-person voting is also available. People seem to love the choices.

Yet other Rocky Mountain states seem locked in competition to pass the most brazenly anti-democratic
election laws.

Montana bills would eliminate Election Day voter registration and impose new restrictions on absentee
voting. In Wyoming, many lawmakers seek to abolish voting by mail entirely.

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gpb.org%2Fnews%2F2021%2F03%2F27%2Fwhat-does-georgias-new-voting-law-sb-202-do&c=E,1,XEMy02abDFGCpQLYv6SBZu0JxLYd-lyrYenM1_D_N-EB4H6lNn16j1FcsM7Nm0Cx2akL0S22X0CcWewM5v2bqwSpevYtGyW-804Is0_8Umj4lywpBsyajfw,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3A%2F%2Flegiscan.com%2FMT%2Fbill%2FHB176%2F2021&c=E,1,ZpfXKcuJImIrlXGUFjgAQQ25SqiMH3SeN1oNNhnhE8zcUiqJixA1-ZgqyL4sci0CKde4JwUOB1nXvqla2VCTFetPuN2BtlKoN2LT53alHFm08Vw_jetCS-ay&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jhnewsandguide.com%2Fnews%2Flegislature%2Flocal%2Fvoter-id-bill-may-be-tip-of-the-iceberg-for-electoral-bills%2Farticle_118c9c4c-7006-53d6-9730-b6c9e4f11749.html&c=E,1,sOX-o2S-eF1vJC9d7AzE9JRjll2Ef-RUlOOskWxmr30L6lyo7R3zje_eRlQNdyqct3kEwabrVeBp0dc4PZ7hnhtOjLOM9nunYVhIoccBTjtvygJl&typo=1


Hold my beer, says Arizona. Following Democrats’ success in federal races last fall, GOP legislators
unleashed a barrage of bills restricting voting, of which seven are advancing through the legislature. Those
measures include requiring absentee voters to get their ballots notarized and banning practices that don’t
even exist in Arizona, such as automatic voter registration and Election Day registration.

And in Idaho, GOP state House Majority Leader Mike Moyle said, "Voting shouldn't be easy," when
introducing a bill to make it a felony to collect and return multiple ballots on behalf of others.

While the most extreme measures may fail, still harmful bills remain, showing the need for federal protection
of political rights. U.S. election overseers called November's contests the most secure in history, yet "stolen
election” claims still get pushed to justify rules changes. The first three months of 2021 saw legislators
across 47 states introduce more than 360 restrictive bills encompassing dozens of voter suppression tactics.

Obstacles to voting impact people of color most heavily, and in the Interior West, Native Americans are the
primary casualty. The 65,000-plus votes cast in the Arizona portion of Navajo Nation overwhelmingly
favored President Joe Biden in 2020 and easily exceeded his statewide victory margin. In Tohono O’odham
Nation, bordering Mexico, about 90% of ballots went for Biden.

It’s no accident that indigenous voters would be most inconvenienced or deterred by the four Arizona bills
that would create new obstacles for absentee voters. The sheer size of the Navajo Reservation - 27,000
square miles spanning three states - makes in-person voting difficult.

Multiple studies have found that mail-in voting has been politically neutral. And despite being dragged down
in federal elections last year by a historically unpopular candidate atop the ticket, Republicans dominated
state elections and made a net gain in Congressional seats.

Meanwhile, more than 500 state bills were introduced this year to improve voter protections and strengthen
procedures, including every West Coast and Plains state but Kansas. Kentucky just proved it possible to pass
a bipartisan law that both improves election security and protects voters.

But stopping disenfranchisement of vulnerable groups requires federal reform. For decades, our Voting
Rights Act required states with histories of voter suppression to get federal approval for new voting laws,
ensuring they had no discriminatory purpose or effect. In practice, the law protected citizens in every state.

In 2006, an overwhelming Congressional majority (and a unanimous Senate) extended the Voting Rights Act
for 25 years. But in 2013, Chief Justice John Roberts - who workedto restrict ballot access prior to his
judicial career - joined the 5-4 Supreme Court majority togut key protections of the law.

The ruling enabled states to resume voter suppression tactics, which Texas did within hours.

In response, the House of Representatives recently passed the “For the People Act,” potentially the most
important voting rights advance since the 1965 Voting Rights Act. Now in the Senate, the bill would expand
and secure ballot access, increase election security and reduce the power of money over elections.

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3A%2F%2Ftucson.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Farizona-lawmaker-wants-to-require-notarized-signatures-on-mail-in-ballots%2Farticle_6317f6b0-7be0-50ab-a110-06ba3d2b889f.html&c=E,1,ToPr-fSBNNC2cfuPecpqTuFra96kgQfkOCU17O1OgoaLGSYvJTipowcFDVo-7E8vnrqCfJZews5TlpWbaGgDJ3j73MNTzeBZynCiqaUgjOJn_QHDxxTZlCtnEhA,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.idahopress.com%2fnews%2flocal%2frep-moyle-sidetracks-anti-ballot-harvesting-bill-amid-house-opposition%2farticle_0295fb45-8434-5226-8763-39fc0d40212d.html&c=E,1,31Nw6ej38K2Qsgg6M_79ZRTPylxsbCbrvWc9sXPbsHb37LaRW_HWkiDVaQm5RREar0RAqM9sXfF3nPgW3xB4TM8rX_j2gB3cJAnBa8Mdby2Z1A0sVlVRjg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cisa.gov%2Fnews%2F2020%2F11%2F12%2Fjoint-statement-elections-infrastructure-government-coordinating-council-election&c=E,1,61kmyGYFrVdvJUIMUI1CW5Wq-yxv6y984bKa-QrbAxQ7cYEPCAH95fcKnCUMs5Djt0rJZz2U97JPgneksEj6PMld0aI9vwSRDXhQCzWllg5n5GBGwA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3A%2F%2Freclaimdemocracy.org%2Fvoter-suppression-tactics%2F&c=E,1,9AUhm8Xrv_3L0Sz-YEqZO7MVhBcnIrUbvURgkQv0CrDjWorLkSbX74z6Ee6CAi95UHUJ-wLTHs2QGH0ow9IRtY99vHD0WOkYR2u6btXuRDGJpxyBXQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hcn.org%2Farticles%2Findigenous-affairs-how-indigenous-voters-swung-the-2020-election&c=E,1,bM2bAncHJUIL8MMbROnT2vwPKipUu_uVBiF4r_HXO9-sbM2tQiw8RI6TLnbwgDfkadb2n-tQLEz6oc8_Lj1R21QcXUwKWkFnGAbDyl0eyJitOsHjRUrkUpIdiMoV&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.brennancenter.org%2Four-work%2Fresearch-reports%2Fvoting-laws-roundup-2021-0&c=E,1,7SNGFD1byhcKhbF3AdfaitiBLC_iO79BK5g-wygZqBljTLCWf_xeDRZORcYsmDEMqOowdF6DYvzyC2JVUz70LU7kGRD0bqs8RmWdGb1EiEWVGtK6T7iC&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kentucky.com%2Fnews%2Fpolitics-government%2Farticle250493029.html&c=E,1,DPuEKRHUjv9c1PeqQ3ZYE5V1dH4gW-4fFOdpYix1qOP8Bt9D_JrPjXb9vs8T7GUmgP37IdcljfIeJYneCEQQNJJIMwtOfnsauZXNULXkRK0r_eBXszI,&typo=1
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/08/john-roberts-voting-rights-act-121222
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotusblog.com%2Fcase-files%2Fcases%2Fshelby-county-v-holder%2F&c=E,1,Y-i28-a0usjAt-mtIUndPX309w0gwuMs1eF52RSbNbSl4ZinRBYslYPL_pHIfcFXgRWg7V0bqD5M1wWabLisTzLeWC7fz5so3Es_W3SP&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.brennancenter.org%2Four-work%2Fpolicy-solutions%2Fannotated-guide-people-act-2021&c=E,1,Tb9gTh3zHMyKDxHjNWgRAn0E5l4UnBKTwgl22OLMTPRbuxh3_eV--LmW75gOLT6Zck0HZAMyeZV0_LARWNP9vD7LUGoRd8LIMe6VbLjPET9HRyoy&typo=1


With not a single Republican supporting the House bill, however, the bill is doomed unless the filibuster is
ended. Even if the act passed, one more task remains: passing a constitutional Amendment that embeds
anaffirmative right to vote and ensuresour votes count equally.

For as long as our ability to vote depends on the state we live in, and the political party controlling it, voting
is merely a vulnerable privilege, not a right.

Jeff Milchen is a contributor to Writers on the Range, writersontherange.org, a nonprofit dedicated to
spurring lively conversation in the West. He writes in Bozeman, Montana, and is the founder of Reclaim
Democracy! which works to expand voting rights and democracy nationwide.
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